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Recreation Center in Charles City, a small city in Western Iowa. They were told they couldn’t register. The trouble began when the Rostraver Recreation Center declined to register any of the new voters, on the grounds that it had lost its federal funding. If that

sounded strange to you, you’re not alone: In September 2017, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that it was cutting the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ funding to the center by more than $2 million. That means that
the center had lost about $5 million over the previous four years—money that was dedicated to ensuring access to health care for low-income residents, and for preventing food insecurity by funding projects at food pantries and soup kitchens. As a result, the city

has to find $3.5 million from somewhere else to make up that loss. In an effort to save face, Rostraver Recreation Center officials decided to deny registration to new voters, the group leaders say. It’s one of many efforts across the nation to curtail voting rights and
procedures because of legal and policy changes enacted under the 2010 Republican-controlled Congress, and the subsequent presidency of now-defeated former President Barack Obama. These kinds of measures have made it more difficult to vote, in turn
creating real-life consequences for voting rights advocates, who are often working-class voters of color, who disproportionately don’t live in metropolitan areas and so are less likely to benefit from more convenient voting options, according to voting-rights

attorneys. “These are people who deserve to vote,” says former U.S. Attorney for the District of Minnesota and voting-rights attorney Catherine Lucey. “People who are not poor, people who are not disabled, and people who are not immigrants can’t vote in as
many states as these people. It’s a matter of justice.” On top of a slew of barriers that hinder people from voting, the Trump administration has acted to sabotage the
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